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Greetings! This week’s service will be led by Richard and Deborah South.   

Chrissie Coe will be leading intercessory prayers and Deborah the bible reading.  
Our Pastor Steve will be bringing the message to us today from 1 Peter 2:13-
3:7 – Living Humbly /submission.  Week 4 of the Prayer Diary starts today. 
 

We will be having ‘virtual 
coffee and chat’ together 
again this Sunday after 
the service at 11.45am for 
anyone who would like to 
join in.   
 
Please see our You Tube 
channel for the latest  
Kidz Church video.  
 
There will be zoom Care 
Groups this week and a 
link will be sent to you 
from the care group 
leaders.   
 
 

There will be a zoom ‘Open Doors’ persecuted Church evening on Tuesday 30th 
March at 7pm. 

Sunday 21 March 2021 
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Return to Gathered Church - Thank you to those of you who took the time to 
respond to the brief survey which was sent out recently, the Trustees were 
grateful to receive your opinion.  The overall response was very mixed and it 
appears from the replies that we received that there is not sufficient appetite 
to open the church on Easter Sunday for a gathered service.  The Trustees 
therefore have decided to review the situation again in early May when the 
country begins to come out of further restrictions. 
 

Message from Pastor Steve: 
1 Peter 2:13-3:7 – Cross shaped living. Living in Submission. 

 
The context is set in v12 “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us”. 
 
What does a cross shaped living look like?  
Submission! Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority: Kings, 
governments v13 
Remember Peter is writing this when the brutal Nero was Emperor who 
eventually had Peter executed. Submit is to freely choose to live under the 
order of – for the sake of Christ’s reputation. Peter keeps referring to Jesus – 
Christ is central! Paul puts it this way “have the same attitude as Jesus”, God 
taking on flesh and blood, becoming a servant and “humbling himself and 
became obedient to death on a cross.” Philippians 2:8 Christ is supreme, 
sovereign, far above all principalities and powers and we bow our knee to him. 
But human authorities and powers have been delegated responsibility by God 
to maintain a sense of law and order. This isn’t asking us to roll over and ignore 
any injustices, but when our faith is not compromised then we should obey the 
laws of the land. Peter isn’t talking about being a doormat! Live as free men he 
said. That isn’t a command to do what you like when you like. That’s a 
command to live well for God knowing you have been set free from the chains 
of sin and whatever happens no one can take away the truth that you are a 
child of God. Its only when those laws conflict with God’s law that it may be a 
moment to push back. Exodus 1:17 records how the Hebrew Midwifes 
disobeyed the King to kill any boys at birth. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
choose not to bow the knee to worship the golden image created by 
Nebuchadnezzar.  The principal is to obey the authorities unless we are 



commanded to sin. Peter and John were dragged before the Sanhedrin in Acts 
4 following the healing of the crippled beggar. They were told to stop speaking 
to anyone in the name of Jesus! V19 They replied “Judge for yourselves 
whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot 
help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” In this present pandemic, 
can we still proclaim Jesus as Lord -YES. Can we still communicate that via 
emails, texts, phone calls, the internet- Yes. Can we still live by what we do and 
say -Yes. But perhaps there are issues of justice, poverty, equality that we need 
to stand up for and protect, but not closed church buildings, sad and painful 
that is now. We call it self-sacrifice. The best citizens should be the Christians! 
Law abiding. Perhaps its helpful to think before we take action or not, is it for 
the sake of Christ’s reputation. Live as servants of God. That the world might 
see your good works and praise God – and not that the world might see your 
lack of love or consideration or self-centred attitude that they say – what sort 
of God is this? Submit to rulers and authorities for the sake of Christ reputation. 
 
Submission in the workplace: Slaves submit to your masters. 
Peter would have been mindful that lots of homes would have possessed a 
slave – it was the culture of the time and many opted to be a slave and have 
some security. But 1st Century slaves, had an education and always had the 
option of freedom when they reached 30yrs old. Peter takes notice of the 
slaves and offers acceptance and guidance for those coming to Christ. The 
wisdom remains applicable through the ages for both employers and 
employees. Whether we see ourselves as slaves or masters the implications 
are that we are all called to servanthood as we all serve under the Master 
Jesus.  As a slave or employee – do it to your best ability, prove yourself 
trustworthy, reliable as you would seek to please the Lord. Christians have 
been known for their good work ethic, not lazy but hard working, even going 
the extra mile! Barclay said “The conviction of the Christian worker is that every 
single piece of work he produces must be good enough to show God”. If you 
employ people, are we seen as a good employer? Do people speak well of you 
and want to work for you? As an employee, are we forever moaning or 
gossiping, unreliable always late? Or do we give 100% and employers are sorry 
to see us go. Its ultimately Christ we are serving and its Him that we seek to 
reflect well in our world, attracting others to him. And when it gets difficult, 
keep looking to Christ, keep imitating him. Submit, have that attitude of a 
servant, for the sake of Christs reputation, for the sake of winning the 
whosoever to Christ.  



Submission in our relationships!  “wives in the same way be submissive to your 
husbands”. The 1st century Roman society saw men as ruling and women 
subservient.  But let me clarify any misconceptions! Submission isn’t about 
being broken, slave like or a doormat – but a Christ like response to one 
another. Peter and Paul are actually promoting women’s status here. Others 
wouldn’t have even given them a thought never mind a mention. Do you 
remember Ephesians 5: 21 it comes just before v22 “Wives submit to your 
husband”. v21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” There is an 
expectation for mutual submission in the life of the church – that doesn’t 
change when you get home from church!! As one commentator said it doesn’t 
say “Wives submit, men boss”. There are many examples in history and 
probably in your own lives where traditionally the husband has ruled with an 
‘iron fist’ and woe betide you if you crossed him, much misery and pain has 
been felt by many a wife and child. That’s not scriptural! It’s not Christ like, it’s 
not reflecting the kingdom of God living on earth.  
Submission can be seen as voluntary: a wife’s love response to her husband’s 
love. To submit to her husband is the same way that the church submits to the 
Christ, i.e. by responding to his love, joyfully and out of a heartfelt desire, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion. But so that the husband might be won over, 
drawn to Christ. Ruth Graham, the wife of Billy was asked if she had ever 
considered divorce? –Divorce? NO, murder? Yes! Marriage requires mutual 
unselfishness, and it takes grace to forgive, accept, respect and yield. The 
Husband’s role is to love your wife x3 Ephesians 5:25, 28,33. – that’s never the 
headline news in the men’s mags!! The Message translates it as “Husbands go 
all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church – a loved 
marked by giving, not getting”. John Stott makes an interesting observation he 
asks “What does it mean to submit? It is to give oneself up to somebody. What 
does it mean to love? It is to give oneself up for somebody as Christ gave 
himself up for the church. Martin Luther described it this way: “Let the wife 
make the husband glad to come home and let him make her sorry to see him 
leave”.  
Submission requires Christ like qualities bearing fruit in our lives, like humility, 
grace, patience, longsuffering, love and self-sacrifice. How much of Christ can 
be seen in us? 
 
Stay safe and stay close to Jesus. 
Steve 
 


