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Greetings!  

This week’s service will be led by Steve & Chris Thomasson.  Dianne Cruickshank will 
be leading the intercessory prayers and Paul Cruickshank reading the bible passage.   

 
We are grateful to Bob Wilson who will be 
bringing the Lord’s Word to us today from 
Lamentations 3:22-23 and Mark 11:1-11 – 
‘His Compassions Never Fail’. 
 
There will be ‘virtual coffee and chat’ again 
this Sunday after the service at 11.45am for 
anyone who would like to join in.   
 
Open Doors persecuted church evening on 
Zoom, Tuesday 30 March at 7.00pm. The link 
was sent round with the notices. 
 
Next Kidz Church video will be on Easter 
Sunday.  Easter packs are being distributed to 
all the children this week. 
 
Scriptures for Holy Week – as we did last 
year, we would encourage you to use the daily 
readings over this week leading up to Easter 
(emailed out to you on Friday), ‘Follow the 
Journey of Jesus’. 

 

Palm Sunday, 28 March 2021 
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Prayer Chain – Please note that the address to put out requests for prayer is still the 
same as always: wrbcprayerchain@gmail.com it is only the way that you receive them 
that has changed. 
 
Fred Wade – We can now let you know that the funeral will be taking place at 9.15am 
on 15 April at Earlham Cemetery.  This will be a simple committal at the graveside, not 
a full service, but if anyone would like to join in giving thanks for Fred’s life, please let 
Mike Cary or the church office know. Numbers are still restricted so they will need to 
know in advance how many people to expect.  
 
A Special ‘Thank You’ again to the anonymous person who sent flowers this week to 
someone in the fellowship - please know that they were very much appreciated. 

 
 
Message from Bob Wilson – ‘His Compassions Never Fail’ 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23 and Mark 11:1-11 

Introduction: It is incredible to think that we are one year on 

from the announcement that the nation was going into 

lockdown! What a strange year it has been - what a lot we have 

been through - and we must be honest and say - what a lot we have lost.  We have, as 

a nation lost over 125,000 people to this disease, and we have all lost parts of our lives 

that were dear, indeed part of us.  It is in this context of loss and insecurity, that the 

Lamentations were written. On this Palm Sunday when we celebrate the coming King; 

we recognise that his arrival in Jerusalem was at a time where he knew that the road 

he followed was one of suffering too.   

1. The terrible darkness:  

This is a lament - a poem read, possibly sung, or wailed as a passionate expression of 

grief. The pattern of the lament suggests that we are sharing community grief here - 

it is not a personal thing.  The purpose was to unite together and mourn for how bad 

things were. To face the reality together. Not to ignore the pain, nor to wallow in it 

but to face it and say out loud, “this is real.” Grief, pain, guilt, suffering - all is here, as 

it is in life, as indeed we have seen in this last year. 

 

The descriptions of grief, just in poem 3 (chapter 3) are: blindness; withering flesh; 

bitterness; hardship; living death; imprisonment; chains; no-one listening; winding 

paths in the wilderness; being eaten by wild animals; being shot at and pierced by 

enemy archers; being mocked and humiliated; being poisoned; having teeth broken; 
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being trampled and stamped upon; being depressed so that there is no memory of 

anything other than pain.  We may not have experienced these personally, but we will 

certainly have seen others around us who have struggled to maintain their mental 

well-being; people who feel that their power to make decisions for themselves has 

been taken away, eg in care homes/residential care; people who have struggled to 

celebrate humanity through masks, internet calls, fear of neighbours, the young, the 

old, the unseen. 

The Christian gospel chooses to exist in this darkness; it was born in this darkness; it 

has grown and matured in this darkness; it has continued, worldwide to rail against 

the darkness; neither Jesus, nor Paul, nor any one of us can be anything other than 

“appalled and afraid” by the darkness that is the truth of a year in pandemic.  But our 

passage tells us why, and how, we approach this darkness - because perfect love casts 

out fear - because light extinguishes darkness - because hope does not disappoint us. 

 

2. The sustaining hope in the love and faithfulness of God 

Right in the middle of these 5 poems of lament, we find new words like hope, 

compassion, faithfulness, love, undying love, newness, light.  We have in the middle 

of the darkest place - LIGHT - a sustaining hope in the love and the faithfulness of God.  

Jesus, the author and the sustainer of our faith walks the empty streets, deserted 

offices, quiet church buildings, hospital wings, intensive care units, prison cells, care 

homes, chapels of rest, the mental health units. He walks with the bereaved, the 

shielding, self-isolating, those who have received vaccinations, those who have not. 

He walks the corridors of our schools, runs around the playgrounds, inhabits every 

zoom call, is part of every Teams meeting.  He is the sustainer - He is the faithful one 

- He is the compassionate one.  And so we have hope, and so we go in hope RIGHT 

INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE DARKNESS! God moves us from the darkness by his glorious 

light - the unfailing Love of God is, indeed, new every morning.  
 

3. The light which shines as the fulfilment of God’s plans and which leads us to 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday 

Jeremiah laments the awful conditions the nation finds itself in but has hope at the 

centre of these laments - hope that God is faithful - hope that God is compassionate - 

hope that God renews every morning. 

 

Jesus, arriving at Jerusalem was not overwhelmed by the enormity of the coming 

week, he pressed on.  In Mark 11, one phrase really stands out for me, “What are you 



doing with that donkey?” was the question the disciples were expected to answer 

when they were seen untying it.  But Jesus had prepared them - when you are asked, 

say, “The Lord needs it.” Jesus had gone before. Despite the enormity of the pain and 

suffering he was about to face personally; he had prepared his disciples to face what 

could have been quite an awkward moment.  WHATEVER WE NEED, OUR GOD, OUR 

LORD, OUR PROVIDER KNOWS!   

God’s completion, his “it is 

finished” moment, only comes 

about when restoration, 

redemption, wholeness is found.  

Through his death on the cross and 

his resurrection into life many of 

us have found and responded to 

His completed plans. These plans 

shine in the darkness of a 

pandemic. These are the plans of 

the God who leads Jesus through 

Jerusalem, through Pilate’s court, 

through the passion week to …. 

well that all comes next weekend!  

This year, we have walked in the certainty of a God who has plans that are so much 

bigger than we are. We have walked with Him, trusted in Him, persevered with Him 

to show that His compassion, faithfulness, and love is indeed new every morning.  And 

as a result, our lives are being changed AND HIS WORK CONTINUES TO BE DONE 

ACCORDING TO HIS PLANS. 

The darkness is real.  But because of God, “we are not consumed”, but rather continue 

to hope in the God of Peace, the God of Compassion, the God who is Faithful. 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never 

fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  Lam 3:22-23 

May we all continue to rely on His compassion, and continue to be inspired that, right 

in the heart of the darkest night; in the middle of the lament, where it would seem 

that fear and despair are the only reasonable responses, that the Light of Life, the 

saviour who entered Jerusalem on a colt, who died and lives for us will shine in and 

through us and draw us forward beyond Good Friday, beyond Holy Saturday to that 

day of light and resurrection together!  

Blessings, Bob  


