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Greetings!    

This week’s service will be led by 
Kevin Stone.  Claire Stone will 
be leading the intercessory 
prayers and Wendy Abel 
reading the bible passage.  Our 
Pastor Steve Thomasson will be 
bringing the Lord’s Word to us 
from John 11:1-44 – ‘I am the 
Resurrection’.   
The service today will include 
Holy Communion. 
 
There will be ‘virtual coffee and 
chat’ again this Sunday after the 
service at 11.45am for anyone 
who would like to join in.   
 
Please join us this evening for a 
Prayer Meeting on Zoom at 
6.30pm – link sent round in 
email on Friday. 
 
There are no Care Groups this 
week. 

Sunday 11 April 2021 
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Operation Agri - the latest Operation Agri magazine is available to read/download 
either via the mission page in the "Transforming" section of the WRBC website or at: 
https://www.operationagri.org.uk/magazine 

 
Congratulations! We are delighted to announce the safe arrival of 
a grandson for Robert and Margaret Osborne - Jonathan, born at 
6am on Tuesday 6 April weighing 6lb 11oz. Thank you for your 
prayers and thank God for the gift of new life. 
 
 
Message from Pastor Steve: 
 

I am the resurrection – John 11:1-44 
Does this story ring any bells? Is this a shadow of what is to come? Mary’s weeping 
and mourning the loss of a loved one. Jesus stood outside the tomb. The stone rolled 
away! The dead are raised to life! 

1. Have you ever been left waiting for Jesus?  
Mary and Martha get a message to Jesus that Lazarus is very sick. Jesus chooses to 
stay another couple of days before going to Bethany, knowing that Lazarus is now 
dead! “Jesus, why are we waiting? Don’t you love Lazarus?” What are you waiting for 
Jesus to do? I guess we have all experienced waiting:  Waiting for the barbers to open! 
Waiting for restrictions to be lifted to leave your house. Waiting for a food delivery. 
Waiting and longing to see family. Waiting for a hospital appointment. Waiting can be 
so stressful and frustrating, especially when we can’t do anything about the situation 
and are reliant on others.  
 
Mary and Martha expressed both faith and frustration in Jesus v21,32: “If you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.”  They were honest and equally Jesus was 
compassionate. Touched by death and pain, he wept, v35. He didn’t come to be 
Superman, but a Man of Sorrow acquainted with grief. God weeping with us! What 
are your ‘if only’ moments? Let me turn those ‘if only’ moments around too – “If 
anyone hears my voice and open the doors I will come in and eat with him and he with 
me,” Revelation 3:20. 
 
If Jesus is the Messiah, the promised one; if he is God’s Son, the one in whom God is 
present - Max Lucado put it like this: ‘If he cares enough about planet Saturn to give it 
rings or Venus to make it sparkle, is there an outside chance that he cares enough 
about you?’   
 

https://www.operationagri.org.uk/magazine


Jesus’ delay in arriving in Bethany was for God’s glory, so that God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.  Jesus offers hope, “your brother will arise again”. Whilst Mary 
and Martha looked backwards and sighed ‘if only’, Jesus looks to the future horizon 
of resurrection and brings it into the present! Is it time to stop looking back and 
dwelling on the ‘if only’ moments and begin to look at our bright hope for tomorrow? 
  
2. What he did for Lazarus, he can do for you, and more! 
Suddenly in the midst of the wailing and commotion we hear Jesus declare, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die,” v25-26.  I’ve lost count at how many 
funerals I’ve declared this verse as I’ve led the mourners in church or crematorium. 
It’s a cry of victory. It’s a cry of Hope. For all humankind. But notice too, the challenge 
at the end of that verse, Jesus said, “Do you believe this”? 
 
It’s one of the most famous and significant “I am” sayings in John’s Gospel, it echoes 
of Exodus 3:14 where God reveals himself to Moses by a name:  I AM that I AM… or “I 
will be what I will be.” In essence, ‘I will be God for you’.  Jesus is declaring He is indeed 
God incarnate, flesh and blood, promised Messiah, Saviour. Martha’s beautiful 
confession of faith is, ‘Yes Lord I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who 
was to come into the world”. What’s your response? On the darkest of days, God will 
turn up and not let us down. He loved Lazarus as he stood weeping. He loved you as 
he hung on a cross. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
 
It was a significant delay in getting to the tomb. It was clear Lazarus was dead and had 
been in the tomb 4 days. There was a well-known Jewish belief that the soul of a dead 
person remained in the vicinity of the body ‘hoping to re-enter it’ for 3 days, but once 
decomposition set in, the soul departed. John wants everyone to know clearly that 
Lazarus is truly dead, and that Jesus has all power and authority even over death itself.  

On the other side of Easter we see ‘I am the 
resurrection’ not just as nice words but 
actioned in the person of Christ. Death 
could not hold Him and neither could it hold 
Lazarus or you. Death is not the end! What 
an amazing thought. So, when the end 
comes, we will continue our journey with 
God, we will be welcomed into the 
presence of God like we’ve never known 
before. “No eye as seen no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what God has in 
store for those that love him!” The 
Resurrection reminds us that if Christ is 



raised, so one day we also will be raised from the dead. What he did for Lazarus, he 
can do for you and more!  

3. Take off the grave clothes and let him go (v44) 
Jesus calls forth Lazarus by name, otherwise there may have been every Tom, Dick 
and Harriet coming out of the tombs!  I can only imagine Jesus being the first to hug 
Lazarus even though ‘he stinketh’ and it would have made Jesus unclean. Scripture 
describes us as being dead in our sins.  Christ speaks life where there had previously 
only been death.  He has come to set us free and live well now and for eternity. Paul 
speaks of putting off our former way of living and putting on the robes of Christ. It’s 
time to take off the grave cloths, of sin, doubt, fear, and anything holding you back or 
causing you to stumble. Lazarus needed the help of friends to remove the bandages 
of death and it may be a reminder we can’t do it on our own, we need others to come 
alongside and help us step into new life. Our Care Groups, times of fellowship and 
building good friendship help us do that.  
 
What difficult and dead situations are you dealing with?  Have you invited the 
Resurrected One in to breathe new life, to do that which seems impossible?  Some of 
us may sense Christ calling us out of a dark dead tomb, a lifeless, hopeless situation. 
He brings those that are spiritually dead back to life. He reinvigorates and empowers 
the weary. He’s a transforming God. A God of new creations, fresh starts, a God of 
love who weeps with us and longs that we would come to him.  
 
Whatever trials may come our way it cannot lessen the power of the resurrection. 
What he did for Lazarus he will do even more for you. Can you hear him calling you? 
It’s time to step out of the tomb and take off your grave clothes and be set free in 
Christ. 
 
Stay safe and stay close to Jesus 
 
Steve 

 
 


