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Greetings!    

This week’s service will be led by Richard & Deborah South.  Mike Cary will be 
leading the intercessory prayers and Dorothy Johnston reading the bible 
passage.  We are grateful to Beth Powney, our Regional Minister from the 
Eastern Baptist Association, who will be bringing the Lord’s Word to us today 
from Acts 11:19-26 – ‘Growing your circle of reach’. 
 
There will be ‘virtual coffee and chat’ again this Sunday after the service at 
11.45am for anyone who would like to join in.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Rose (daughter of Sarah & John 
Clements) who got married to Tom King last Saturday at 
WRBC.  We pray God’s richest blessing on their new life 
together.  

Sunday 25 April 2021 
 

 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Matthew 28:19 
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Message from Beth Powney: 
 
Acts 11:19-26 – Growing your Circle of Reach 
 
As we read this passage today, we find ourselves 
wondering - What will God do next? What will the 
believers do next? We need to look back to understand 
what had been happening. Peter tells the believers in 
Jerusalem that when he was in Joppa he had a vision 
from God that caused him to go to Cornelius’ house in 
Caesarea and share the good news at the home of Gentiles (chapter 10). Peter had 
this vision and subsequently Cornelius and his family were all converted.  We know 
that the believers spoke the Word prior to this, to no-one but the Jews.  It was a 
catalytic moment in life of the church. In the passage we look at today we begin to 
see the outworking of Peter’s obedience to the vision God gave him and how through 
that, persecution of the believers had begun.  All the believers were scattered about 
Jerusalem - therefore the message had been enlarged for all. The believers in 
Jerusalem’s response to Peter’s account was that God had given even to the Gentiles, 
the repentance that leads to life.  Taking the good news to the Gentiles was huge.  
 
This new episode begins in Antioch.  There are 2 Antiochs recorded in Acts, one in 
Basidia (what we would today call Turkey) in chapter 13, but this passage refers to the 
one in Syria.  It was a great thriving cosmopolitan city on the coast, a long way from 
Jerusalem.  It was here at this crossing place of cultures that the mission of God to the 
Gentiles begins to explode. What has this passage and these events which took place 
in this ancient world, got do with us?  There are 3 questions to consider: 
 
1. What would it take for you to go?  
Persecution scattered the believers in Jerusalem and took them out to Judea and 
Samaria - fear drove them out.  They already lived under Roman occupation but now 
these Jews who had become followers of Jesus were no longer welcome in their own 
home and their lives were in danger.  By contrast, Peter went to the untouchable 
people, the Gentiles, because God told him to and he was obedient.  This reminds me 
of how Abraham’s call is recounted in Hebrews 11:8, ‘By faith Abraham, when called 
to go to a place he later would receive his inheritance, obeyed and went even though 
he did not know where he was going’.  God birthed a new work in that way and here 
again God is birthing a new work.  Jesus said to his disciples before he ascended to 
heaven, ‘therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.’  They had been sent to all nations, but so far they’d 
only gone to the Jews!  God had to make them uncomfortable and shifted them from 
outside their known world. 



Let me share a little of the story that Lynn Green, our BU General Secretary, told a few 
weeks ago.  At the beginning of lockdown she decided to take up cycling.  She reports 
that she wasn’t particularly fit and not very geographically minded, so she was a little 
concerned about getting lost on her rides.  She got out her Ordnance Survey map and 
set up a boundary line around what area she felt she could manage.  Because the map 
was too big, she cut out a circle which she could easily take with her.  However, 
months later, she now realises her map is not big enough!  Why? Because she has got 
fitter and is able to go further – she’d made her circle of reach too small.   
 
Likewise, the early believers had made their circle of reach too small, God pushed 
them further in quite a dramatic way. So here they are in Antioch, a long way from 
Jerusalem, but still only telling Jews about Jesus, when we read of 2 unknown people 
from Cyprus and Cyrene.  Cyprus of course is an island in the Mediterranean and 
Cyrene is North Africa - it seems they didn’t know about the unspoken rule of ‘only 
tell the Jews’ and they began to share Jesus with the Greeks. We are told in v21 that 
a great number became believers.  The early believers went and continued to talk 
about Jesus to those who were like them but these people spoke to anyone who 
would listen! Both spoke about Jesus, but one group remained confined to their circle 
of reach, and the other had no boundaries.  Are we prepared to go and speak about 
Jesus?  We are having our world shaken under our feet and it is uncomfortable.  For 
some of us it has reduced our circle of reach, but there are still people who are around 
us who need to hear about Jesus.  For others, this has opened up our circle of reach 
in a new and unusual way.  Are we prepared to hear the call, be obedient, and to speak 
the good news of Jesus? 
 
2. By what name would you or I be known?   
At the end of the passage, we read that it 
was here in Antioch that the believers are 
first called Christians.  It was a nickname, not 
a title.  Christ was the Greek word for 
Messiah, meaning ‘God’s anointed King’. 
Followers of Jesus were obviously speaking in such a way that they were thought of 
as ‘King’s people’.  The challenge to us is, are we speaking in such a way to be known 
as the people of the King?  Jesus said in John 13, we would be identified as his 
followers by our love: ‘everyone will know that you are my disciples if you love one 
another’. It is recounted in Acts that they never stopped proclaiming the Good News 
of Jesus the Messiah.  How about us? What would your nickname be? 
 
3. Are you being the person you are called to be in this mission of God? 
In this passage we see some key people being who God made them to be.  These 
unknown men from Cyprus and Cyrene were in Antioch for a reason, obviously 



followers of Jesus, and we are told that the hand of the Lord was with them.  They are 
out and out evangelists, and yet they are not named.  They were people who ignited 
the spark and got things moving and then we read, news of what is going on reached 
Jerusalem, and those remaining there realise that they need to know more about this.  
The believers send Barnabas and when he arrives, he sees the grace of God at work. 
He could have quenched this unusual new work of the Spirit.  These uncommissioned 
disciples were reaching Gentiles who previously were outside the circle of reach.  
Barnabas had heard about Peter’s experience and revelation and he had the wisdom 
to see what was going on and to help to fan into flame what the Spirit was doing.  He 
exhorts them to remain faithful to the Lord with all their hearts.  This is the new 
Gentile convert. Barnabas knows that he needs some help in this mission and travels 
to Tarsus to find Saul (later known as Paul), whose gifts were evangelism, church 
planting and growth.  He and Barnabas end up remaining there for a year as the church 
grew.  The pivotal person here is Barnabas, he had the wisdom to embrace the new 
and creative way the Spirit was working, and he knew the resources needed for 
survival and continued growth.  Do you know who you are? And do you know who 
else you need to have around you?  
 
For the great commission to remain true for us all, we need to look at how we answer 
these 3 questions.  It helps us understand how willing and prepared we are ‘to make 
disciples of all nations.’  If we are too settled or have reduced our circle of reach too 
much, we might not actually hear the ‘call to go’.  God will equip you where you are 
right now to be his hands and his feet.  If you are only the shadow of the person God 
has called you to be, then you may be missing the blessing of being that pivotal 
Barnabas or the Firestarter for your town that the disciples from Cyprus and Cyrene 
were, or the builder of churches like Paul.  In our current setting these challenges 
might seem too much, but possibly it is because of our current setting that we can 
embrace a new way of thinking, in the same way that the early followers of Jesus had 
to because they were being persecuted and scattered. We too have been pushed out 
of our comfort zone.  
 
To pick up the cycling analogy again 
- get on your bike!  Go wherever He 
leads, be the follower of Jesus you 
were called to be and make sure 
your circle of reach and your 
expectations are big enough for 
God’s almighty plans.              
 
Beth                                                           


