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He is not here, He has risen! 

 

To our dear Witard Road family, 
May you know the joy and hope that Easter brings for all. 

With our love and prayers 
Steve and Chris 

 

This week’s service will be 
led by Steve and Chris 
Thomasson.   
 Pam Parsons will be 
leading intercessory 
prayers and Caroline Ross 
the bible reading.  Our 
Pastor Steve will be 
bringing the word to us 
today from John 19:31 – 
20:8 
 
We will be having ‘virtual 
coffee and chat’ together 
again this Sunday after 
the service at 11.45am for 
anyone who would like to 
join in.   

Easter Sunday, 4 April 2021 
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Message from Pastor Steve:  Easter Sunday – He is risen ! 

 
At times of darkness and uncertainty God is at work:  
The borrowed tomb where Jesus lay dead spoke of death, decay – dead end. 
The followers of Jesus were in disarray, fearful, hopeless and lost. They were 
in pain, in hiding, mourning the loss of a loved one, wondering if they were 
next. Loss of hopes and dreams. We are finished. The disciples were scattered. 
Had God been defeated?  Was Jesus really God incarnate or another false 
Messiah – promises promise.                                     
 Maybe this past year has felt like a year of darkness, decay, massive 
disappointment, entrapped within the tomb of your 4 walls. Many feeling deep 
sadness, pain and mourning. Many asking ‘why’? where is God?  Many feeling 
hopeless & helpless.  
Whatever Pain is; whatever suffering is; whatever abandonment and desertion 
is; whatever death is – Jesus has been there. Could it be that in our darkness 
moments, the Easter story reminds us that God is at work? The cross, the tomb, 
the body all spoke of death and defeat. But whilst heaven appeared to be silent 
during those 3 days – God was at work on our behalf whether we believe it or 
not. The Heart of the Gospel message is that Christ died for our sins, was 
buried, and was raised on the third day! The light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness can never extinguish it! John1:5     
                                                              
Can I believe it’s true? Would God do this for me? 
The women, Peter and John arrived at different times to discover the stone 
was rolled back and the tomb was empty! And declared, He’s not here, He has 
risen! Unbelievable humanly speaking. In fact, take God out of the equation 
and there many things that seem unbelievable – Creation, solar systems, virgin 
birth, walking on water. Sadly, we live in a world of fakes and scams!  People 
trying to make a copy and sell it on to make a fast buck. The internet as 
introduced us to Fake news over the last few years, creating alternative truths 
and numerous conspiracy theories – from politics to Vaccine information. Who 
or what can we believe? The old adage, 'If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is' isn't always correct, especially if we consider the Gospel of good 
news. If in doubt, check it out, do the research. Christianity has never been 
worried about coming under scrutiny. Those first doubting seekers came to the 
tomb expecting to find a guarded sealed tomb with a 1-2 ton stone and a dead 
body. Instead, we discover a stone rolled away, guards panicking, empty tomb, 
no body and folded grave cloths. And so, the questions being! Is it the right 



tomb? Did Jesus really die following a flogging, crucifixion & a spear in his side? 
Who stole the body or bribed the guards? Those early disciples were just like 
us – not wanting the wool to be pulled over their eyes. Not wanting to lose 
their lives for peddling a lie. Wanting to be persuaded, see and touch the 
evidence if possible – proof. I will believe it when I see it! Its ok to ask these 
questions and more. I believe when you look at the eyewitness accounts – all 
with their own slightly different version, Look at the historical, archaeological 
evidence. The same conclusion is drawn every time – There is no Body to be 
found. The bereaved, the lost, the sceptic, doubters came to the tomb that 
morning looking for Jesus. But, ‘he’s not here he is risen’! And that changes 
everything!  
 
Resurrection Hope  
Paul writes to the Corinthians and is upfront and honest and say in effect if 
there is no resurrection our preaching is useless, empty and our Faith is no 
different to any other myth or philosophy. Without the resurrection the church 
is dead and so are we!! The conclusion would be this – “eat, drink for tomorrow 
we die”. Now that is a hopeless dead end. 
BUT – the evidence and effect of the resurrection of Christ has been seen and 
felt by generations. He was resurrected not resuscitated. It was Jesus, but 
transformed from a perishable decaying body to an imperishable glorious 
body. We see a glimpse when resurrected: he was recognised by the scars in 
his hands, his voice was the voice of the master. He ate fish with the disciples 
and somehow walked into a locked room speaking peace. The Resurrection 
tells all of heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord – death could not hold 
him! He was who he said he was – Son of God – Messiah. He was the perfect 
sacrifice, willingly paying our debt of sin. He was the bridge builder between 
us and our heavenly father. We are the resurrection people with Hope for 
today and bright Hope for tomorrow. If God is for us, then who can be against 
us? Paul asks in Romans 8.37 ‘Can anything separate us or drive a wedge 
between us and the love of Christ’? And comes up with possible causes which 
he’d experienced himself. Trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, 
danger, sword or Pandemic! Add your own experience! And the answer is NO. 
“Death can't, and life can't. The angels can't, and the demons can’t. Our fears 
for today, our worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can't keep 
God's love away.”.  
 
 



A Casting crowns song: Just be held as these words: 
If your eyes are on the storm 
You'll wonder if I love you still 

But if your eyes are on the cross 
You'll know I always have and I always will. 

So when you're on your knees and answers seem so far away 
You're not alone, stop holding on and just be held 
Your world's not falling apart, it's falling into place 
I'm on the throne, stop holding on and just be held 

Just be held, just be held 
 
There may be lots of if buts and maybe for our lives at the moment. But hold 
onto to the resurrection hope and be held too – which isn’t just for the moment 
but for all eternity.  

John who walked closely with Jesus and writes 1 John 1:1-2  1-2 From the very 
first day, we were there, taking it all in—we heard it with our own ears, saw it 
with our own eyes, verified it with our own hands. The Word of Life appeared 
right before our eyes; we saw it happen! And now we’re telling you in most 
sober prose that what we witnessed was, incredibly, this: The infinite Life of 
God himself took shape before us. 3-4 We saw it, we heard it, and now we’re 
telling you so you can experience it along with us, this experience of 
communion with the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. Our motive for writing is 
simply this: We want you to enjoy this, too. Your joy will double our joy! Rejoice 
the Lord has risen and that changes everything for everyone!  

Stay safe stay close to Jesus 

Steve 

 


