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Greetings!  This week’s service will be led by Steve & Chris Thomasson.  

Dianne Cruickshank will be leading the intercessory prayers and Paul 
Cruickshank reading the bible passage.  Our Pastor Steve will be bringing the 
Lord’s Word to us from Matthew 5:13-16 - Salt and Light.  The service will 
include Holy Communion. 

 
There will be ‘virtual coffee and 
chat’ again this Sunday after 
the service at 11.45am for 
anyone who would like to join 
in. 
 
 
Please join us this Sunday 
evening for our monthly Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom at 6.30pm.  
Link for this was sent round 
with the notice sheet.   
 
 
 

NB: Next Sunday 16 May, we will be encouraging everyone to join in with the 
Sunday morning worship session as part of the Baptist Union Annual 
Conference.  A link to join the service will be circulated in advance.  There will 
be no recorded service available from WRBC on that day. 

Sunday 9 May 2021 
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Return to Gathered Church – the Trustees are pleased to announce that the 
church will be open for gathered worship on Pentecost Sunday, 23 May at 
10.30am.  We are also planning to have services at WRBC on Sundays 6 and 20 
June.  Booking will be essential for each of these and will be available from the 
Monday prior to each service.  Please note that as numbers are still restricted, 
if you are unable to book in for the first service due to oversubscription, you 
will be given priority for the next. 
 
Kidz Church - Watch this space! We will be sharing our plans with you soon.  We 
need your help! If you have thought of being a part of the Kidz Church team or 
Little Steps and would like to know more, please contact Chris Thomasson 
Christhomasson@talktalk.net 
 
 
Message from Pastor Steve: 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 - Salt and Light   

‘He’s the salt of the earth’ - often means someone who is trustworthy, dependable, 
reliable. Jesus says all his disciples should bear some resemblance to salt. “You are the 
salt of the earth”. Salty Christians! We are different because of the difference Christ 
makes in and through our lives. We are not meant to blend into our culture but be 
distinctive in our lifestyle. Just for a moment dwell on the image of salt …. 

• In the days of no refrigeration - salt was used as a preservative in foods, to stop 

the rot. Ever thought that God is using you as salt even if you are not aware of it? 

You bring something God-like that preserves, not rots, those around us. 

• Disinfectant/cleansing wounds - to bring healing. We still do it, cleansing open 

wounds in salt and water to draw out the infection and bring healing. It stings, but 

it heals. I wonder if our salty presence is bringing healing to those around us? 

• A pinch of salt brings flavour - without it food may taste a bit bland. You are the 

salt of the earth, bringing life, leaving a good, sweet taste, not a sour taste in 

people’s mouths when they encounter us. The Psalmist’s confident invitation is 

“Oh taste and see that the Lord is good”. 

• The Rabbis saw salt as a symbol of wisdom - Paul writes to the Colossians, “Let 

your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how to answer everyone” 4:6.  So, if you lose your saltiness, the implication 
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actually means the opposite of wisdom - being foolish.  Could we be the answer 

to that cry of others around us, ‘what do I do?’  

 

WRBC is called to be distinctive. It needs salty people to stop the rot, to heal the 
wounds, to bring flavour and colour to lives, to bring Godly wisdom to chaos around 
us. Wherever God has placed you, remember he looks to you to be the salt of the 
earth. 

Light of the world. ‘God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.’ 1 John 1:5. The Old 
Testament looked forward to a light that would shine in the darkness. Jesus declared, 
‘I am the light of the world’. Now that’s some powerful light to illuminate the 
world/cosmos. There is no ambiguity about who Jesus is! Israel was called to be a light 
to the nations and had fallen short and now the light is passed onto Christ’s followers. 
 
The first century equivalent of a torch or search light would have been an oil lamp. 
We may have a torch on standby or candles at the ready if there is a power cut. Of 
course, we may also have a torch on our phones today. It’s most helpful when you are 
surrounded by darkness and you need to see where you are going.  

Our lives have seen the light and have been enlightened by him. We are people of the 
light, who walk in the light. and are called to let that light of Christ shine forth in word 
and deed, that the world might see glimpses of Christ in us, the Hope of Glory. 
 
Light suggests that the disciple was to be distinct from the darkness of the world 
around in which, as Paul puts, we ‘shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the 
word of life’ Phil 2:15. 

Just ponder on the image of light … 

• Could it be we act as a lighthouse to aid those in distress from hitting the 
rocks? 

• Could it be people feel safe around us, bringing comfort like the ‘night-light’ 
candle lit to bring comfort to a child? 

• Could it be like a miner’s lamp, we let our light shine to enable others to 
navigate the way through difficult places? 

Let me remind you “the light has come, and the darkness cannot overcome it”, so 
allow the Light of Christ to shine into your darkness. 

Shining a light into the darkness, reveals what is going on undercover of darkness. No 
wonder people scurry away from Jesus, he pierces through all our darkness and 
reveals our sin, and we see our self-centeredness. His light exposes it all. We feel 



uncomfortable, we become defensive, we pass the blame - it wasn’t me! If you’re 
feeling anything like that today, if you knowingly are saying one thing and doing the 
opposite, then instead of running or avoiding the light, it’s time to confess and pray:  

Psalm 139:23-24, ‘Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.’ 

What’s the point in lighting a lamp and then hiding it? ‘Hide it under a bush – oh no, 
I’m gonna let it shine!’ Let it shine - in words and deeds to bring glory to God. 

Ultimately, Jesus is the Light of the World, who was taken to the hill of Calvary and 
crucified for all the world to see. He became a beacon of light, hope and life. This is 
Jesus, Saviour, Redeemer, Messiah – Lover of my Soul. 

You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. If it means anything its 
being distinctive - you are either salty or not. You’re either shedding light or not. No 
halfway house. 

 

Stay safe and stay close to Jesus! 

Steve 

 
 


