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Greetings! This week’s service will be led by Kevin and Claire Stone.  Claire 

will be leading intercessory prayers and Kevin reading  the bible passage.  Bob 
Wilson will be bringing the Lord’s Word to us today from Revelation 4:1-11  
 
We will be having ‘virtual coffee and chat’ together again this Sunday after the 
service at 11.45am for anyone who would like to join in.   
 

 
  
There will be zoom Care Groups this week, the link will be sent out to you from 
the care Group Leaders.  If you haven’t already joined a care group but would 
like to join one,  please contact the office. 

Sunday 2 May 2021 
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Message from Bob Wilson: 
 

Revelation 4:1-11 

 
We have in this passage a picture of worship in heaven: thrones, elders, thunder, 
lampstands, God in all his fullness, day-and-night “Holy, Holy …” and the passage ends 
with, "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." (v11) 
The Westminster Catechism puts it this way: “Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him forever.” In times where we are not able to sing together, and it is still 
relatively unsafe to gather to gather, how do we continue to pursue this ‘chief end?’  
 
God created us to love us and that gives Him pleasure. Let’s look at a vital part of our 
purpose in life, which, if we ignore it: we break the first commandment; we lose a bit 
of our humanity; we miss out on our ‘chief end!’  If, as part of God’s creation, we were 
created for his pleasure, what do you think it is called when we do something 
deliberately to give pleasure to God?  WORSHIP 

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment.  Matthew 22:34-38. 

“I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper 
worship.”  Romans 12:1  
 

1.  WORSHIP IS DOING SOMETHING INTENTIONALLY TO PLEASE GOD 
 
Mark quotes Jesus quoting the first Commandment, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.”    Mark 12: 30  

 
GOD WANTS ME TO LOVE HIM... 

• THOUGHTFULLY ……………………….  “with my mind” 

• PASSIONATELY ……………  “with my heart and soul” 

• PRACTICALLY ……………………….  “with my strength” 
 
2.  WORSHIP IS FOCUSING MY ATTENTION ON GOD 
 
We know that God’s attention is focused on us (eg Psalm 139). But how much 
attention do we focus upon him?  Giving someone attention is the best way to show 
them that you love them. When you fall in love you give that person your attention; 



they feel special. When you have a child you give them attention; they grow and feel 
safe. When we simply get on with ‘religion’, pray without thinking, or read our Bibles 
and don’t think about what the words are saying, it says we don’t value our 
relationship with him or worse still, as if he doesn’t exist! 
 

“Focusing on yourself is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely 
absorbed in self ignores God and ends up thinking more about self than 
God.”  Romans 8:7 (Msg)  
 
“Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without 
even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God.” Romans 12:2a (Msg) 
 
“Find a quiet, secluded place so you won't be tempted to role-play before 
God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will 
shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense His grace.” Matthew 6:6
    

  
3.  WORSHIP IS USING MY LIFE FOR GOD 
 
Some of us get stuck into the idea that worship is somehow about music/arts/ 
religious observance, but it’s not, it’s about our hearts. We have been forced by the 
pandemic into a situation where we can’t sing together at the moment.  In Isaiah we 
see that God tells the Israelites off time and again for ‘doing religion’, but doing it 
without meaning anything in their hearts. You see if we love God (as he loves us), it 
may well come out in the songs we sing or listen to, the prayers we pray, the readings 
we read, the communion we eat and drink, etc.  But it should also come out in other 
ways and if our first purpose in life is to “Love God with all our hearts, minds, and 
souls”, then we should expect it to come out in our daily lives: 

• In the work we do - “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters.”   Colossians 3:23 

• In the conversations we have / in the jokes we tell / in the people we help 
/ in all that we do. 

• In the service we offer to each other, to the world around us, and 
particularly to the marginalized.  “Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress.”  James 1:27 

 
WORSHIP IS A LIFESTYLE LIVED OUT IN ALL OUR ACTIVITY.  The truth is, we don’t have 
to work very hard at this, everybody worships something. We were made to worship 
by God.  He put it in our DNA.  Everybody worships something.  That’s why you can go 
to any culture in the world and find people worshipping. But if you don’t worship God, 



you’re going to find something else to worship and you know what God calls that …  
IDOLATRY (the subject of the second commandment)!  That’s the problem with life. If 
we don’t worship God, we end up worshipping things that are not worth worshipping. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Which brings us back to Worship in heaven: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 
were created and have their being."  Revelation 4:11. 
 
May we live our lives INTENTIONALLY. May we do things every day that show God that 
we love him. May we live lives that give GLORY, HONOUR, and POWER to the one who 
is the source of all these things: 
 

• Worship that is INTENTIONAL 

• Worship that is FOCUSSED on God 

• Worship that is part of our LIFESTYLE 

 
This is our eternal destiny, let’s get on with starting to live our lives towards our ‘chief 
end’ GLORIFYING GOD FOREVER, a life of purpose, worshipping God with all our hearts 
and minds and souls and strength. 
 
Blessings Bob 
 

 


